CHAPTER IX
THE FLARES

Ewas now the turn of Lady Omi's eccentricities to
ecome the sole topic of conversation at Court. ' All
lis is very puzzling/ said GenjL ' Her father gave
orders that she was to be kept in close confinement; how
comes it, then, that every one seems to know so much about
her ? One hears nothing but stories of her ridiculous
behaviour. So far from keeping the poor half-witted
creature out of harm's way he seems to be positively
making an exhibition of her. Here again I think I see the
consequences of his obstinate belief in the impeccability of
his own family. He sent for her without making the
slightest enquiry, convinced that since his blood ran in her
veins she must necessarily be beyond reproach. Finding
her an exception to this rule he has taken his revenge by
deliberately exposing her to derision. However, I can
hardly believe that after all the trouble he has taken, it can
really give him much satisfaction that the mere mention of
her name should evoke peals of laughter. . . /

The fate of Omi seemed, incidently, to afford some justi-
fication for Genji's reluctance to part with Tamakatsura, a
fact which she herself recognized. It was by no means safe
to assume that To no Qtujo would treat a second long-lost
daughter any better than the first. The old nurse Ukon,
who daily collected for her mistress's benefit some- fresh
anecdote of Omi's discomfiture, vigorously supported the
view that To no Chiijo was not a father to be lightly